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Inclusion Program Summary
● The St. Andre Bessette Open Doors Inclusion Program was launched in August 2018 with 1 student and a 

couple of “unofficial” peer mentors which eventually grew to 2 inclusion students, 4 official peer mentors and 
several unofficial peer mentors. 

● First Catholic high school in the state of Michigan to have an inclusion program and one of less than a dozen 
high schools across the country to have an inclusion program. This includes peer mentors. 

● Each inclusion student has an individualized curriculum based on the current strengths of the student (with 
input of parents, most recent I.E.P.’s and testing results, administrators, and myself) and designed to target 
the identified weaknesses of the student. No one student’s plan is the same.

● Certificate based program that encourages FULL participation in all aspects          
the “SMCC experience” to students with significant cognitive disabilities and      
and developmental disabilities.  



What Our Peer Mentors Do
● They serve as a tutor / mentor / role model both academically and socially for our inclusion students in the 

classrooms and extra curricular activities within the SMCC community 
● Assist the student with organizational skills and staying on task in class when needed
● Assisting the classroom teacher with the modification of in-class assignments 
● Utilize google classroom on a daily basis to remind the student and communicate with the parents of each 

inclusion student on what is taking place in the classroom, upcoming important dates, and any other 
necessary information

● Receive ongoing training on various topics within special education 
● Proctor modified tests to their student when needed 
● Meet weekly with myself to discuss student’s progress academically and socially in the respective classroom
● Connect with their student after school hours as needed to answer questions regarding academic subject 

matter
● They live the philosophy we believe in as a school and Catholic community at SMCC



What We Look for in Peer Mentors
● A willingness to serve and be a role model academically and 

socially for their peer
● PATIENCE - trial & error, outside comfort zone at times
● Great communication skills
● A history of academic success and character 
● A willingness to be firm and serve in a teacher-like role 
● Make themselves available to their peers when needed outside 

of school hours regarding academic subjects
● Consistent attendance 
● Interest in education, social work, psychology, related fields



Peer Mentor Testimonials 
Being a peer mentor has been a great new experience in my life that I was definitely missing. I have 
gotten a chance to build relationships with two great boys that make SMCC a better place everyday. 
My favorite part about being a peer mentor is that I can be someone’s go to person when they are in 
need of a helping hand. Also watching Zack grow as a student and young man over these past few 
months has been amazing and rewarding for the both of us. - Sarah R. 

When I first heard about the peer mentor program, I was worried that I might not be good for it since I 
hadn't had any previous experience. Despite that, after praying about it for a while, I chose to do it in 
order to help my student grow both academically and as a person. It has been such an incredible and 
eye-opening experience as I have had the opportunity to help my student grow in an area that he 
struggles with greatly- abstract thinking. From reflection questions that we talk through to art 
assignments that express his creativity, I have seen such amazing progress. I've gotten to both help 
and grow close to my peer mentor student and I will never regret my decision to take on this challenge 
and turn it into a beautiful experience. - Summer M.



Peer Mentor Testimonials
Helping out with the Inclusion students this year made this school year the best year of my life and was truly a life 
changing experience. I was not assigned as an official peer mentor but I didn’t need to be in order to be nice to 
people. I will definitely be helping out with the inclusion program for the rest of my high school career because of 
the happiness it brings into my life. - Allison P.

I like being a peer mentor because I love helping and being involved. I love when Jacob and Zach have an aha 
moment especially when I’m helping them to understand. I wanted to be a peer mentor because I want to be a 
pediatric nurse and helping students with a learning disability will definitely help in the future. The best part about 
being a peer mentor is the friendship that I have with Zach and Jacob. They know that they can trust me and come 
to me when they need help. I would definitely be a peer mentor again! I love it! - Kristen M.

I love working with Jacob and being able to help him out. 
I wanted to do it because I liked the idea of making a 
difference in someone’s life. The best part about it is 
seeing the smile on his face when I walk in the class and 
he sees me. He told me that he likes me helping him 
and I make learning fun. - Taylor K. 



Parent Testimonials on Peer Mentors 
As a parent of a special needs child, we have always strived for Jacob to be in an environment that not only allows 
him to learn academically, but also provides an opportunity to grow socially and learn appropriate behavior.  Now 
that Jacob is a student in SMCC’s St. Andre Bessette Open Doors Inclusion Program, we have found this in his 
school setting.  We believe this is largely due to the peer mentorship component of the program. With peer 
mentors, Jacob is learning alongside his peers and responding to the positive influence demonstrated by these fine 
young men and women.  He is building friendships and getting an understanding of what is appropriate behavior. If 
others get rewarded, Jacob gets rewarded for similar behavior, and vice versa. We believe this is far more 
beneficial for Jacob (as opposed to working solely with adult assistants) and will benefit him greatly as he becomes 
and adult and enters our society after school. We also know that this program is having a similar positive effect on 
the peer mentors, as they are learning patience, empathy and compassion. In our opinion, this program has been 
structured perfectly to benefit Jacob as well as the peer mentors and we cannot say enough about this program. 
- Steve and Aimee Goda 
 



Teacher Testimonials on Peer Mentors 
“Summer has quietly integrated herself into our classroom WITHOUT capitalizing Jacob's time and attention away from the other students in class. 
She's done a great job of being a mentor for Jacob without being a 'guardian' or 'handler'.  She's just quietly 'there' to assist him with the essential 
things he needs to do day to day.  She's most adept at taking what we're doing and adapting to Jacob's individual needs, including assignments 
and tests.  She's a gift to us.” - Deacon Mike

“From the perspective of a general education teacher, having a peer mentor has been an indispensable component to SMCC’s inclusion program. 
Our inclusion students need constant one on one attention which can be challenging in a classroom filled with multiple other students who are on 
their own individualized learning plans. Having a peer mentor, has provided me with the means to make sure the needs of the inclusion students 
are met to the standard in which they deserve. The peer mentor is able reinforce concepts, assist the students accessing daily course materials, 
and help modify assignments. Her presence in the classroom has truly been a blessing. She acts as a role model to all of the students in the room 
on how to treat others with patience, kindness, compassion, and endless support.”- Mrs. Rogers

 “I believe the peer mentors have been helpful in several ways. They have the ability to give one on one instruction to the inclusion student as I'm 
teaching the entire class. They help the student stay on task and guide them through assignments as well as help them organize materials. They 
also act as a liaison between me and the student to help with communication. Essentially it's like having an extra set of  eyes and ears to make 
sure we continually guide the student toward success in the main classroom. It also helps create a safer and productive environment for the 
student versus them being by themselves. The peer mentor is also an asset in giving the teacher feedback on how the student is handling the 
assignments.” 

“Sarah does a great job with Zack in Algebra.  She is really great with asking him questions and getting him to ask questions.  Her posting of 
assignments on Google Classroom is also a great help.  There is a more personal relationship with the students that fosters a an enhanced 
educational experience.” 


