
Open Doors Peer Mentor class syllabus  2025-2026 
 
Instructor & Contact Information: 
Kyle McElvany 
Director of Inclusion 
kmcelvany@smccmonroe.com  
734-241-7622 ext. 421 
Room 02 (within Academic Support Center) 
Elective Credit .5 or Pass/Fail 
 

Forming the Next Generation of Disciples, Scholars, and Servant Leaders 
 

Philosophy of Course: 
The St. Andre Bessette Open Doors Inclusion program was established in August of 2018 and 
is the first of its kind at any Catholic high school in the state of Michigan. Since the program’s 
inception, students with cognitive disabilities and/or delays have been educated, participated in 
extracurricular activities, and welcomed into the SMCC community just like any other student. 
Our new school motto “Forming the Next Generation of Disciplines, Scholars, and Servant 
Leaders” is the vision of the new Peer Mentor program for our inclusion program by our mentors 
reaching beyond themselves, helping others who may learn differently, and developing an 
understanding of working with others who may have challenges. Through the Peer Mentor 
course, a student can expect to build friendships, develop social skills, provide academic 
support, and ultimately “live our faith.” This is a great opportunity for students interested in a 
career in education, social work, psychology, ministry, or just genuinely enjoy helping others. 
 
Goals: 

●​ To strengthen the participation of Inclusion Program students in their classrooms, as well 
as in other areas of the SMCC community 

●​ To model good citizenship to Inclusion Program students as well as to friends at school, 
and the larger SMCC community  

●​ To help teachers support Inclusion Program students socially and academically 
●​ To foster independence and appropriate social skills for our Inclusion Program students 

in class and in the wider SMCC community 
 

Peer Mentor Expectations and Requirements: 
●​ Communicate with teacher regarding participation for the day 
●​ Communicate with your student on snow days and other breaks regarding homework 

assignments 
●​ Communicate with your student via E-mail/Google Hangout / Zoom / Facetime in the 

event they need assistance regarding a school related matter. 
●​ Communication with classroom teacher regarding upcoming assignments 
●​ Assist the teacher with modifications, or adaptations that are needed  
●​ Assist with learning (help with note taking, examples, checking for understanding etc.) 
●​ Help student log in to various classroom apps  
●​ Communicate with classroom teachers and Mr. McElvany regularly 

mailto:kmcelvany@smccmonroe.com


●​ While appropriate communication with your mentee on social media platforms is 
encouraged, all communication with their parents must be completed through Google 
Classroom 

●​ Be available to communicate on your schedule with your student when available, after 
school hours as a means of social support or academic support. 

●​ Be available to include your student during lunch hours at least twice per week. 
 

Assessment: 
 

TYPE DESCRIPTION Assessment Form POINTS 

In Class -Assure student is 
ready to learn for each 
class meeting  
-Assist student as 
needed 
-Help redirect behavior 
of student if necessary 

Feedback from 
classroom teacher 
 
In class observation 
from Mr. McElvany 

35% of Final Grade 

In Class -Record HW in Google 
classroom 
-Using “Assignment” on 
Google classroom, 
write a brief summary 
of the day’s class, 
including content, or 
other relevant info and 
homework assignment 

Daily checks by Mr. 
McElvany 

35% of Final Grade 

Before School 
Meeting 

Attend Weekly Meeting Attendance 5% of Final Grade 

Reflection Feedback / Reflection 
form 

Google Forms 5% of Final Grade 

Lunch Interaction Sit by / socialize with 
your peer at least twice 
per week 

Observation by school 
administration or 
program director 

10% of Final Grace 

After School 
Interaction 

Respond to messages 
from your student when 
you’re available 

Informal Observations 
via iPad & Informal 
interviews 

5% of Final Grade 

Extra-Curricular Plan a social activity 
outside of school with 
your student. 
 
Attend the welcome 
back event and at least 
one other program 
planned activity 

Photo documenting the 
date, time, and place of 
activity.  

5% of Final Grade 

For more information on the St. Andre Bessette Open Doors Inclusion program you can also 
visit the program’s website at http://smccinclusion.weebly.com  

http://smccinclusion.weebly.com

